In human beings, the central vein of the adrenal glands has been considered by some authors to be one of the preferential sites of 
I NTRODUCTI ON
I n most patients in the chronic phase of Chagas' disease (American trypanosomosis) the number of T. cruzi in tissue is very scarce and inconsistent with the intensity of the inflammatory response that occurs, especially in the heart. These observations have led many authors to propose that the progression of the inflammatory phenomenon in the chronic phase of Chagas' disease, mainly the myocarditis, may occur regardless of the presence of T. cruzi. However, other workers have recently indicated that in some cases of Chagas' disease, the inflammatory lesions of chronic chagasic cardiopathy are associated with the presence of parasites (Almeida et al., 1981 al ., 1986; Higuchi et al., 1993) . Therefore, the possibi- However, in a study of adrenal glands of rats with experimental trypanosomiasis, Machado et al. (1990) obtained discordant results.
The objective of the present investigation was to study the parasitism of the central vein and parenchyma of adrenal glands in dogs inoculated with the Be-62 and
Be-78 strains of T. cruzi and killed during the acute and chronic phases of the disease. The dog, in contrast to the rat, can develop a chronic cardiomyopathy with an anatomoclinical pattern similar to that observed in human beings (Lana et al., 1992; Lana et al., 1988; Tafuri et al., 1988) and thus it may be considered a Parasite, 1994, 1, 397-400
Note de recherche were sacrificed 3 to 66 months after infection.
The adrenal glands were collected in toto, fixed in buffered neutral formaldehyde, and processed for paraffin embedding. A total of 120 4 µm thick sections were obtained from each pair of glands; 60 of them were stained with hematoxylin and eosin (HE) for histological analysis and the other 60 were stained by the peroxidase-antiperoxidase (PAP) method (Barbosa, 1985) for specific staining of T. cruzi.
Antiserum produced in rabbits against the CL strain of T. cruzi was used at 1/1,000 dilution. HE-stained sections were examined for both inflammatory reaction and amastigote nests, while the PAP-stained sections were used to determine and evaluate the presence of amastigotes in tissue. Previous work had shown that the PAP method is more sensitive than HE for amastigote quantification in tissue sections (Barbosa. 1986).
Several paraffin sections of the heart atrial wall were used for histopathological analysis of the myocardium (HE staining) and for evaluation of tissue parasitism (PAP staining). 
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